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all responding towards the limit of their inferior resources, the
world almost visibly drifted towards catastrophe—may, in retro-
spec^ take the reader's breath away. Yet such was the insularity
of British politics and the temporary loss among unionists of any
sense of proportion, that most of them jumped at the idea.
Bonar Law became its leading advocate, and even talked over
Sir Henry Wilson, who seems, if only on this occasion, to have
become conscious of some conflict between his political intrigues
and his professional duty. The cabinet therefore resolved to act,
while yet there was time. It appointed a sub-committee which
on 12 March sanctioned naval and military decisions. Churchill
started transferring the Atlantic Fleet from the coast of Spain
to the Isle of Arran, and Seely,1 who in 1912 had succeeded
Haldane as war minister, sent instructions to Major-General Sir
Arthur Paget, commander-in-chief in Ireland, to concentrate
and reinforce the troops in Ulster at a number of strategic
points.2 Churchill at Bradford on 14 March made a speech
reflecting the government's new-found firmness.
Then on 20 March ensued the fateful episode at the Curragh.
Paget had boggled about carrying out even his preliminary
instructions. He came to London, and obtained from Seely a
concession. Any officers whose domicile was in Ulster might, in
the event of their units being ordered north, be allowed for the
present (on giving their word of honour that they would not
join the Carsonites) to 'disappear9. It was unwisely granted,
since it implied admitting that something like civil war was
in contemplation; but the unwisdom was greatly increased by
Paget3 s clumsiness. Instead of quietly finding out who the few
Ulster-domiciled officers might be and apprising them individu-
ally, he summoned a conference of all his general officers, and
through them broadcast to the whole of the officers of the Cur-
ragh a notification that (a) those with an Ulster domicile might
'disappear'; (b) those without such a domicile should, if they
were not prepared to undertake active operations against Ulster,
1	B. 1868; educated at Harrow and Trinity College, Cambridge; served with
Imperial Yeomanry, 1900-1; M.P. 1900; under-secretary for the colonies, 1908-10,
for war 1911; secretary for war, 1912-14; distinguished service in the European
war; under-secretary for munitions, 1918, for air, 1919. Cr. Lord Mottistone, 1933.
2	What the plan was, to which these steps would have led up, was never disclosed;
but Mr. Colvin (Life of Lord Carson, ii. 331-2) prints a detailed account from some
papers which reached the Ulster Unionist Council 'through a trustworthy channel*.
He does not name the 'channel', but it is perhaps unnecessary to look beyond Sir
Henry Wilson.

